Remember, the setting describes where the characters are.

The author is telling us more about Dr. Oust. How do you think Dr. Oust
feels about his work?

The kids are going to be involved with some kind of scientific discovery.
Maybe it’s about some kind of plant or animal. What do you think?



The scientist seems upset about the extinction of the Gold Toad. Why
would it matter if a species became extinct?



When you read a descriptive paragraph, it almost makes you feel like
you're there. How does painting a picture in your mind help you
understand the story?



They seem to have heard the golden toad. What do you think will
happen next?



In the word “splashing,” the consonants “sh” represent one sound that
is different from the individual letters: splash/ing.



Sometimes two consonants together represent different sounds. When
that happens, the syllables divide between the consonants: plas/tic.
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