
Homographs are words with the same spelling but different 
pronunciations and different meanings.  To figure out the 
pronunciation and meaning of homograph, you need to look at its 
context—at the words and sentences around it. One of the words 
in this piece of dialogue is a homograph. What is its pronunciation 
and meaning? How do you know?
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UNIT 15P: Slip of the Tongue
DESTINATION READING COURSE 3



A fact is a statement that is true and can be proven.  An opinion 
is a statement of what somebody thinks or feels. It cannot be 
proven.  Here Jasmine and Kayla are talking about the Washington 
Heights volleyball team.   Which girl is stating a fact?  Which girl is 
stating an opinion?”

Words that start with “c-i,” “c-y,” or “c-e” take the “ess” sound 
at the beginning. “Celebrate” and “cycle” are two examples.  
Which word in this piece of dialogue starts with the letter “c” 
and the “ess” sound?
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Notice what Brittany says about how Elena and the volleyball team 
will do on Friday.  Is her statement a fact or an opinion? What clue 
words help you decide?”
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Suppose you had a friend like Brittany who gave things away.  
What could you do to help the friend stop doing this without 
hurting his or her feelings?
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When you paraphrase a piece of text, you restate it in your own 
words.  Often you use synonyms for difficult words.  Here Matt is 
commenting on the way Brittany gave away the ending to a book.  
Paraphrase what he says.  Be careful not to change the meaning.
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UNIT 15P: Slip of the Tongue
DESTINATION READING COURSE 3



When you paraphrase a piece of text, you restate it in your own 
words.  Often you use synonyms for difficult words.  Here Matt is 
commenting on the way Brittany gave away the ending to a book.  
Paraphrase what he says.  Be careful not to change the meaning.
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Brittany is doing something positive with her annoying habit.  What 
effect do you think this will have in the future?

Will Brittany get rid of her bad habit for good? 

How easy is it to overcome bad habits?
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UNIT 15P: Slip of the Tongue
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The last word in this piece of dialogue is a homograph.  How do you 
know its pronunciation and what it means here?
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A word in these stage directions begins with the letters “ce” and the 
sound “ess.”  Can you find it? 
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