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Slip of the Tongue

CHARACTERS
Jasmine

Matt

Brittany
Kayla

Elena
Anthony
Parker

SCENE 1: Before class at Cedar

Grove Middle School.

Jasmine (excited): Everything
is set for Kayla’s surprise party.
All her friends are going to
sneak over to Pizza Palace after
Friday's volleyball game. Kayla
has no idea. She thinks the
team is getting together on
Saturday!
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Matt: How will we get her there on

Friday?

Jasmine: Her parents are in on

the plan. They told her they're
taking her out for pizza that
night. She‘d never object to
that—you know how she loves
pizzal

Matt: I just hope nobody blows the

surprise,
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Homographs are words with the same spelling but different
pronunciations and different meanings. To figure out the
pronunciation and meaning of a homograph, you need to look at its
context—at the words and sentences around it. One of the words in
Jasmine’s lines of dialogue on Page 3 is a homograph. What is its
pronunciation and meaning? How do you know?
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SCENE 2: Later, at lunch. Jasmine
and Matt are with Kayla and Elena.
Brittany approaches.

Brittany: Hey, guys!

Matt: Hi. We were just talking
about the volleyball game this
Friday.

Jasmine (with enthusiasm): I don't
think Washington Heights has a
chance of beating you guys!

Kayla (looking doubtful): 1'm not
so sure. Washington Heights
has only lost one game this
season. Last year they were city
champs.

Elena: And they have that girl
who’s five-foot-ten. She’s huge!
We're all minute compared to
her. Plus, she's a really strong
player. She has a killer serve.
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°- A fact is a statement that is true and can be proven. An opinion is a

= statement of what somebody thinks or feels. It cannot be proven. Here
Jasmine and Kayla are talking about the Washington Heights volleyball
team. Which girl is stating a fact? Which girl is stating an opinion?

Words that start with ‘c-i,” ‘c-y,” or ‘c-e’ have the ‘s’ sound at the
beginning. “Celebrate” and ““cycle” are two examples. Which word in
this piece of dialogue starts with the letter ‘c’ and the ‘s’ sound?
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Matt: But you guys have strong
serves too, right?

Elena (discouraged): Usually, but |
really messed up my serves last
week.

Brittany: No way, Elena. You were
awful—I mean, AWESOME,

Jasmine (sounding irritated): Nice
going, Brittany.

Brittany: Sorry, it was just a slip
of the tongue. I'm sure you'll do
great on Friday, Elena.

Elena: Yeah, well, we're heading
over to practice. See ya. (Elena
and Kayla leave.)

Brittany: How embarrassing. |
can't believe I said that.

Matt: Me either. So, what are you
guys doing after school?
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| Notice what Brittany says about how Elena and the volleyball team will
" do on Friday. Is her statement a fact or an opinion? What clue words
help you decide?
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Jasmine: | have to read that novel

for English. Mr. Carter asked me
to present some discussion
topics for our literature circle. I
haven’t even finished the book
yet!

Brittany (with enthusiasm): That
shouldnt be too hard. It's a
great book. But [ was so upset
when Raven died at the end.

Jasmine (exasperated): Brittany!
Why did you give away the
ending? I just said 1 havent
finished the book!

Brittany: Me and my big mouth! [
don’t know what I was thinking.

Jasmine (annoyed): You WEREN'T
thinking.

Brittany (apologetic): You're right.
I'm sorry. Well, I need to go to
math now. (Brittany leaves.)

e Suppose you had a friend like Brittany who gave things away. What
— could you do to help the friend stop doing this without hurting his or
her feelings?
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Matt: She is too much! Why
doesn’t she think before she
opens her mouth? She's like a
cyclone, destroying everything
in her path!

Jasmine: She did the same thing
when we went to see Doomsday
Disaster. We were standing in
line at the cinema when we saw
Brittany coming out of the
theater. Someone asked her
how she liked the movie, and
she blurted out how surprised
she was when it turned out that
the computer-nerd kid saves
the day. You can imagine how
much we enjoyed the movie
after that.

Matt: Amazing. That girl just can’t
keep her mouth shut.
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When you paraphrase a piece of text, you restate it in your own words.
Often you use synonyms for difficult words. Here Matt is commenting on the
way Brittany gave away the ending to a book. Paraphrase what he says. Be
careful not to change the meaning.

©2006 Riverdeep Interactive Learning Limited, and its licensors. All rights reserved.




UNIT 12F: Slip of the Tongue

©2006 Riverdeep Interactive Learning Limited, and its licensors. All rights reserved.

Jasmine: Well, what about us?
We‘re not much better, the way
we’re putting her down. Maybe
we should look at her good side.

S,

Matt: Yeah, we should try. My
Uncle Will is always saying there
are two ways to look at every
situation. You know that thing
about the glass of water. Like, if
there’s a glass partly filled with
water, a cynical person says
that it’s half empty. A positive
person looks at the glass and
sees it as half full. Uncle Will
says that he tries to see the
glass as half full, no matter
what.
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o Paraphrase what Matt says about the partly filled glass of water.
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Jasmine: Well, what could possibly SCENE 3: After school. Matt,
be positive about Brittany’s big Jasmine, and Brittany notice Kayla
mouth? approaching.
Matt (slowly). We might be able to Jasmine (whispering): Here she
use it to help us surprise Kayla. comes, Brittany. Remember,
Jasmine: What do you mean? the object is to act natural.
Matt: Maybe Brittany can “let
something slip” and make Kayla
think that we're surprising her
on Saturday. Then she’ll never
suspect a thing about Friday!

Jasmine: That’s a great idea! I'll
talk to Brittany. I'm sure she’ll
be a real natural.

! Brittany is doing something positive with her annoying habit. What
effect do you think this will have in the future?

c Will Brittany get rid of her bad habit for good?
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c How easy is it to overcome bad habits?
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Matt: Yeah, just let it slip like you
usually do!

Brittany: No problem! (to Kayla)
Hi! I'm really looking forward to
your party on Saturday.

Kayla (confused): You mean the
volleyball team party?

Brittany: No, | mean your
birthday—oops!

Matt (acting outraged): Brittany,
you can't keep anything a
secret!

Kayla (smiling knowingly): I'm
sure Brittany was just mixed up,
right?

Brittany (casually): Yes, I was
mixed up. There’s my bus.
Gotta go!

SCENE 4: Friday, al Pizza Palace.

Anthony: Wow, this place is
packed.

Parker: The entire volleyball team
is here. Where should I put
Kayla's present?
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- The last word in this piece of dialogue is a homograph. How do you

know its pronunciation and what it means here?
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Anthony: Are you sure Kayla
doesn’t know we're here?

Jasmine: I'm sure. Brittany took
care of that. Kayla thinks we're
surprising her tomorrow.

Anthony: Well then, where is
Kayla?

Brittany: She’ll be here any
minute. (urgently) Quiet! Here
she comes!

(Kayla enters and stands in the

center of the group.)

All: Happy birthday, Kayla!

Kayla (surprised and excited):
What? But I thought you were
going to surprise me tomorrow!

Brittany (with a sly tone): What
ever gave you that idea?

. 1
Kayla: Brittany, you ciever girl Brittany (proudly): That'’s right!

Now let’s celebrate!
i8 19

-. ) A word in one of the stage directions on Page 18 begins with the
~ letters ‘ce’ and the ‘¢’ is pronounced as an ‘s.” Can you find it?
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