A diphthong is when two vowels combine in one syllable. The sound
begins with the first vowel and moves into the other. The letters ‘ou’ in
the word ‘countless’ make the same sound as ‘ow’ in cow. Can you
think of other words containing diphthongs?



Why do you think Grandma Li said that knowing what the character
did and said would help Mei?

A mirror is sometimes seen as a symbol of vanity. In the next poem that
you will read, the poet uses a peacock to symbolize vanity. Which
symbol do you think is more effective?



Homophones are two words that sound alike but are spelled
differently and have different meanings. The word “allowed” is a
homophone. What context clues can you use in the third stanza to
understand the meaning of “allowed”?



When you read about Grandma Li pouring the red dye down the
drain, what sort of mental picture did you form in your mind? Do you
think Grandma Li looked angry? Do you think Mei was upset?

The word ‘seen’ is a homophone. How does the meaning of the word
‘seen’ as used in the second stanza differ from the word ‘scene’ in the
following sentence? Mei sang her song and she read from a scene.

Hearts are often used as symbols. What do you think the word ‘heart’
In the last stanza on Page 8 symbolizes?



Have you ever had to audition or perform in front of lots of
people? Did you use this experience to help you visualize the
events in the poem? What did you imagine in your mind?

What do you think of the director’s question in the third stanza on
Page 10? What do you think Mei’s response was, and why?
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