
The word “spring” has more than one meaning: a wire coil; the 
season when plants begin to grow, and a source of water.  Since 
spring describes a beautiful afternoon in this sentence, the meaning 
that fits best here is the season when plants begin to grow.
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UNIT 20: The Mystery of the Missing Field Trip
DESTINATION READING COURSE 3



Club is a word that has more than one meaning.  Which meaning for 
the word “club” is the best fit here?

What cause/effect signal words can you spot in this passage?  What 
causes and effects do they point to?

Think about the setting of this story.  When does the story take place?  
What effects does this have on the schedule for the school day? 

If you were paraphrasing these sentences, or putting them into 
your own words, what would you say?
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What meaning for the word “checked” is the best fit here?

There are several words in this passage that are spelled with the 
letters “oo.”  Do you notice that the letters “oo” do not sound the 
same in “school” as they do in “looking?”  Is the sound of the “oo” 
in “doom” like the sound in “school” or in “look?”

Can you think of a synonym for the word “content” to paraphrase 
this sentence?{Pronounce the word “content” as in the emotion. 
Eg, the cat sat in the sunny window and seemed content.”}
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Why do you think the identity of the winners of the Environmental 
Merit Award was kept secret?

The narrator thought the best part of the assembly was when the 
mayor shook hands with the Earthsavers club members and gave 
them lifetime memberships to the Natural History Museum. Why do 
you think she thought that was the best part?

How can you change word order and use synonyms to paraphrase 
parts of this passage?
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