Look at the word “mural.”” If you’re not sure how to pronounce a word
it can sometimes help to break it into syllables. First, try breaking the
word into syllables after the vowel. For example, the word “mural” is
pronounced "mu-ral.”



Context clues are words and phrases around a word that help you
figure out that word's meaning. Antonyms and synonyms are
sometimes context clues. Suppose you didn't know the meaning of the
word "'shapes’ in the sentence “This is a famous puzzle that contains
seven shapes or figures.” What word would be a good context clue to
help you figure out its meaning?



A cause results in another event. An effect is the event created by the
cause. To find an effect, ask yourself: What happened? To find what
caused it - Why did it happen? In the first paragraph, the author states
that the parallelogram fit into the spaces that were left over. This was
an effect. What was the cause? Why did this happen?

In this paragraph the author states that they ordered some extra boxes
of tiles. This is an effect. Can you identify the cause?

If you come to a word you can't pronounce, try breaking it into
syllables. If the word has a vowel followed by just one consonant, try
breaking it before the consonant. If that doesn't work, try breaking it

after the consonant. That's what works here. This word is pronounced
"cov-er."



Why do you think the author wore safety glasses when smashing the tiles?

What kind of skills do you think you'd need to make mural mosaics? Why
would it be important to be very precise when you're designing a mosaic?
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