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in this paragraph?  What would you see?  What sounds would you 
hear? What would you smell??
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A glossary contains words related to a specific subject. A dictionary 
is where you can find most of the words in a language. I wonder 
what the word clutching means. Do you think it would be better to 
look it up in a glossary or a dictionary? 

Sapling! That sounds like something to do with plants.  This story 
talks about a lot of plants and trees. I have a feeling this book’s 
glossary will contain the word “sapling.”  What do you think?

UNIT 06: The Kudzu Invasion
DESTINATION READING COURSE 3



©
20

06
 R

iv
er

de
ep

 In
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 L
im

ite
d,

 a
nd

 it
s l

ic
en

so
rs

.  
A

ll 
rig

ht
s r

es
er

ve
d.

Do you think the kudzu can actually climb to the sun in real life?

In the word “patch," notice how the “tch” sound is spelled –t-c-h. 
You will only find this spelling when “tch” follows a vowel. Look 
out for other words that are spelled in a similar way.

Talking plants? That is surely a fantasy. But can you identify one 
element of realism in this paragraph—something that you would 
find in the real world?

What would it look like if vines were creeping like green, furry 
blankets, covering everything.  Can you picture it? Do you think 
the kudzu can actually climb to the sun in real life?
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When Marcus sat down on the rock, did he know it could talk?

What does Marcus do that tells you he was surprised when the rock 
spoke to him?

If there's a glossary for this story, do you think the word "kudzu" 
would be in it?  Why or why not? 

UNIT 06: The Kudzu Invasion
DESTINATION READING COURSE 3
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Can you find one element of fantasy and one element of realism in 
this paragraph?

Now, what can this riddle mean? Any guesses?
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What if it had said, "they all started mumbling"?

Imagine what it sounded like when all of Marcus's friends "started 
chattering in confusion."  How would it sound if the story said, 
"they all started whispering"?  
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d. If the “tch” sound follows a consonant, it is always spelled c-h, 

not t-c-h.  Can you think of some more words that are only 
spelled with –ch?
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