
This word has the vowels “i” and “e” side by side. Do you think 
these two vowels make up two syllables? How do you think this 
word is pronounced?

Try making an idea web to organise this information. If you put 
“giant tubeworms” in the centre, what details about tubeworms 
would you put in the surrounding circles? Use a sticky note to jot 
down the ideas.



Can you think of two different meanings for the word “waves”? 
If you have a dictionary available, you can look it up there. Which 
meaning do you think the author intends in this sentence?



Robert Ballard is a marine geologist. What does this sentence tell you 
he is also good at?



At this point in the story, can you figure out what year it was? How 
old was Robert Ballard when he returned to Titanic with Alvin?



More than likely, the sequence of events in this biography starts in 
1942, when Robert Ballard was born.  What do you think?



If you look up the word “hatch” in a dictionary, you will see that it 
means “small door”, and it also means “emerge from an egg”. What 
do you think is the correct meaning in this sentence?

If the Archiméde suddenly rose when it lost its ballast, what do you 
think ballast is for? What other kind of vehicles do you think might 
use ballast?



Imagine an idea web to organize this information. The word “Alvin” 
could be in the center, and the words “submersible” and “deepest 
ocean” could be in connecting circles. What other information could 
you add to this idea web?
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