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UNIT 09: The Tall Tale of Pecos Bill 
DESTINATION READING COURSE 3

Words that sound alike but have different spellings and meanings are 
called homophones.  Look for the homophone in this paragraph that 
starts with “b.”  It sounds the same as a word meaning “without any 
clothing.”
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UNIT 09: The Tall Tale of Pecos Bill 
DESTINATION READING COURSE 3

Words that are spelled the same but have different pronunciations 
and meanings are called homographs.  Look for the homograph in 
this paragraph.  It starts with “w” and is spelled the same as a word 
that means “”wrapped around.”

Tall tales are made-up stories with lots of exaggeration.  
Informational texts provide information from real life.  How 
would this information about the length of the snake be 
written differently in a social studies textbook?
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UNIT 09: The Tall Tale of Pecos Bill 
DESTINATION READING COURSE 3

Suppose you came across the phrase “live wire” and you didn’t 
know what it meant.  Reading ahead, looking for clues, would help 
you figure out its meaning.

When you come to something you don’t understand—a word or an 
idea—reading ahead can often help you figure out it out.  Here, if 
you don’t know what a mustang is, read ahead.  You’ll find a clue 
in the next word and the next sentence.
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UNIT 09: The Tall Tale of Pecos Bill 
DESTINATION READING COURSE 3

Think about all the things you know about Pecos Bill.  Compare 
and contrast Bill with ordinary cowhands. How is he similar?  How 
is he different?
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