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Persuasive text can be a written article or a speech. Explain to 
students that the purpose of such text is to persuade you to change 
your beliefs, to take action, or to like something. For example, 
advertisers often use persuasive text to convince you that their 
product or service is better than anyone else's. The goal is to explain 
why you should think and feel exactly the way the speaker or writer 
wants you to think and feel. The more convincing the writer or 
speaker, the more likely they are to persuade you! Ask: What 
persuasive speeches have you heard? Do you think some 
television commercials are persuasive speeches? Why or why 
not? Give an example.

Explain that persuasive text has five traits. First, all persuasive text 
promotes something or tries to sell you something. This could be a 
belief, an idea, or a product.

Second, persuasive text is an argument for or against something. For 
example, you could give a persuasive speech to convince your 
listeners that music classes are beneficial. You could write a 
persuasive article to say that schools should not spend money on 
music classes.

Third, persuasive text needs to have supporting evidence. The 
speaker or writer gives facts, evidence, or examples that explain the 
argument. For example, to persuade people to support music classes 
in schools, you could tell about studies proving that students become 
better citizens if they have a well-rounded education.

Fourth, persuasive test is usually highly opinionated. This means that 
the speaker or writer has a strong belief about something. The goal is 
to persuade you to believe the same thing.

Fifth, persuasive text usually ends with a summary. The speaker or 
writer goes over the main points and states the opinion one last time. 
Ask: Why do you think persuasive speeches or articles end with 
a summary?

Taking notes while listening to a speech will help students remember 
what was said. Explain that they should write down the key words, 
facts, and important ideas. They can expand their notes with more 
explanation later.

Word structure includes Greek and Latin roots. Explain that by 
understanding these roots, students will expand their vocabulary. 
Many English words have Greek and Latin roots. For example, the 
root auto appears in automobile, autograph, and automatic.

Preteach: Instructional Terms
DESTINATION READING
Walking on the Ceiling

The article, as told by a gecko, a type of lizard, 
explains why a lizard is the most amazing animal in 
the world. The text tells what a lizard can do and 
explains why a lizard is able to do these things, 
including walking on the ceiling.

Lexile: 870 Word Count: 657

Summary of Reading Passage

Genre: Persuasive Text

Title: Walking on the Ceiling

Cross-Curricular Connection: Science

Comprehension Strategy: Take Notes

Comprehension Skill: Identify 
Persuasive Techniques

Vocabulary Strategy: Word Structure 
(Greek and Latin Roots)

Decoding Support: Use Prefixes to 
Chunk Words; Use Roots in Vocabulary 
Strategy

Scope and Sequence
at a Glance
UNIT 10: Walking on the Ceiling

UNIT 10 OPENER
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Introduce the lesson's vocabulary words by reading the following 
sentences aloud. After you read each sentence, repeat the 
vocabulary word and read its definition.

climate Noun. (1) Weather in a certain place or area. (2) General 
mood or feeling.
(1) Rain forests have a warm, wet climate good for trees and 

plants.
(2) The climate in the room was tense after the argument.

dinosaur Noun. Large reptile that lived millions of years ago. 
Apatosaurus was a large leaf-eating dinosaur.

expensive Adjective. Costing a lot of money. Diamonds are one of 
the most expensive stones.

fabulous Adjective. Wonderful or pleasing. This is the most fabulous 
apple pie I have ever tasted!

million Noun. One thousand thousands, or 1,000,000. The new 
baseball stadium cost more than 250 million dollars.

opinion Noun. Personal view or belief. In my opinion, that movie 
was too long.

pressure Noun. (1) Force that results from pressing on something, as 
in water pressure. (2) Strong mental or emotional force or push. 
Verb. (3) Force or push someone to do something.
(1) The water pipes finally burst from the pressure of the ice.
(2) Nina was under pressure to finish writing her paper by 

morning.
(3) Wyatt's best friend pressured him to join the hockey team.

windshield Noun. Strong glass window on the front of a car to protect 
the driver. I could barely see through the foggy windshield.

Organize students in two teams. Read the definition of one of the 
vocabulary words. Team One must give the correct word and use it in 
a sentence. If Team One cannot do so, pass the word to Team Two. 
Do the same with Team Two, and continue alternating teams. If 
neither team can name the word, give them the word and ask each 
team to use it in a sentence.

Ask students to write journal entries on this topic: What do you know 
about reptiles? Have you ever seen a lizard or some other reptile? 
Where did you see it? Do you think reptiles are smart? Why or why 
not?

Learner Vocabulary

Quick Connect Activities

Destination Journal
Students who enjoy this genre may choose from 
these selections for further reading.

Sherlock's Home by Jenny Dale. Scholastic 
Inc. 2003. (Below-level students.) Two children 
try to persuade a police sergeant that Sherlock 
would be a good police dog. Lexile: 710

A Toad for Tuesday by Russell Erickson. 
Beech Tree Books. 1993. (On-level students.) A 
toad persuades an owl not eat it. Lexile: 740

The Wave by Todd Strasser. 1981. Laurel-
Leaf Books. (Above-level students.) This book 
describes a classroom experiment in which 
students establish a Fascist society. Lexile: 770

Students who are fascinated by reptiles may find 
these books intriguing.

Chameleon by Rebecca Stefoff. 1997. 
Benchmark Books. (Below-level students.) This 
book contains information about the physical 
characteristics, habits, and habitats of various 
species of chameleons and other lizards.
Lexile: 740

Caterpillars by Theresa Greenaway. 1999. 
Raintree Steck-Vaughn Publisher. (On-level 
students.) This book contains information about 
the life cycle and habitat of caterpillars.
Lexile: 810

Centipedes and Millipedes by Theresa 
Greenaway. 2000. Raintree Steck-Vaughn 
Publisher. (Above-level students.) This book 
provides information on centipedes and 
millipedes. Lexile: 900

Book Lists

Books of the Same Genre

Books with Related Themes
UNIT 10: Walking on the Ceiling
 UNIT 10 OPENER  (CONT.)
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Assess students' prior knowledge of persuasive text by asking them 
whether they have ever tried to persuade their parents to let them do 
something or go somewhere. Ask students what techniques these 
pleas share. Write key words on the board.

Explain to students that trying to talk their parents into something is 
persuasive speech.

Ask: What is something in which you really believe? For 
example, do you believe we should recycle at school? Would it 
be persuasive text if you wrote an article about recycling and 
tried to encourage others to believe the same way?

Explain to students that persuasive text uses these five techniques.

• Promotes something or tries to sell you something, such as a 
belief, an idea, or a product

• Argues for or against something

• Supports argument with evidence

• Is highly opinionated

• Ends with a summary

Write About It: Ask students to think about a time when a friend or 
family member did something that made them feel really good. Have 
students write a one-page persuasive article that begins with this 
prompt: "You should help other people because . . ."

The subject of the video in the courseware is reptiles, with an 
emphasis on lizards, especially geckos. Ask: What do you know 
about lizards? Students might answer that geckos, like snakes, are 
reptiles.

Explain to students that they are going to read an article about 
geckos, which are a type of lizard. Students will read to find out why a 
gecko is one of the most amazing animals in the world. One reason is 
that geckos can walk on walls and ceilings. Ask: Why would 
scientists want to study the gecko, an animal that can walk on 
walls and ceilings?

Genre Study

Build Background
DESTINATION READING
Geckos are usually tan or brown, but some are 
brightly colored. Some can even change color to 
blend in with their surroundings. Geckos live in 
warm climates around the world. Some geckos 
even live in people's houses. The people don't 
mind it because geckos eat insects.

QuickFact: Geckos

• Recognize distinguishing features of 
persuasive speeches.

• Recognize the author's purpose in 
writing persuasive speeches.

• Learn the meanings of grade-level 
and content vocabulary words in 
context.

• Use knowledge of Greek and Latin 
roots to comprehend word 
meanings.

• Write sentences to demonstrate 
comprehension of words with Greek 
and Latin roots.

Learning Objectives
UNIT 10: Walking on the Ceiling
Lesson 1: Genre and Vocabulary StudyLESSON 1 PLANNER
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Students are told that understanding Greek and Latin roots will help 
them comprehend word meanings. Work with students to explain the 
first example from the courseware: auto means "self." Words that can 
be made with auto are automobile, autograph, and automatic.

Explain to students that many English words come from Greek or 
Latin roots. For example, anim, a Latin word that means "life," is the 
beginning of the word "animal."

ELL: English language learners may benefit by making a written list 
of the vocabulary words. Have students write the vocabulary words 
on the left side of a sheet of paper. Next to the word, have students 
write the word in their native language. Then have students write the 
definition of the word in English.

Special Needs: Students with dyslexia will benefit from using 3 x 5 in 
cards with the Greek and Latin roots clearly written on one side along 
with the meaning of the root. On the other side of the card, students 
can write a list of words made from the root.

Above-level Students: Tell students to find Greek and Latin roots in 
the reading passage and make a list of the words containing them. 
Have students guess what each root means, and then have them use 
a dictionary to verify the meaning. Have students make a large chart 
of these roots, along with each root's meaning. Display the chart in 
the classroom.

Have students work together to create a bulletin board about lizards. 
Organize students in small groups that include researchers, writers, 
artists, and arrangers of the bulletin board. As students work on the 
project, make sure that each member is engaged in the activity.

Vocabulary Strategy: Word Structure, Greek 
and Latin Roots

Differentiated Instruction

Quick Connect Activities
Have each student write a journal entry about an 
experience that he or she has had with a gecko 
or another type of lizard or reptile. The entry may 
reflect a personal experience, or come from a 
book, a movie, or a television show. Students 
should explain the experience and how they felt 
about it.

Check the Practice and Apply activities in this 
lesson for results you can assess.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:

• Have students work with a partner to make 
a chart of the persuasive techniques.

• Have students write an explanation of 
Greek and Latin root words for students in a 
lower grade.

Destination Journal

Lesson Resources:
Assessment Toolkit
UNIT 10: Walking on the Ceiling
Lesson 1: Genre and Vocabulary Study LESSON 1 PLANNER  (CONT.)
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UNIT 10: Walking on the Ceiling
Lesson 2: Comprehension Skill and StrategyLESSON 2 PLANNER
Explain to students that strong emotional meanings are attached to 
some words. Such meanings may be positive or negative. For 
example, the word beast is a synonym for animal, but beast has a 
negative association with monster. Such associations create words 
known as "loaded" words.

In the courseware, students are presented with a few sentences from 
a persuasive speech. Each sentence contains a loaded word. 
Students identify the loaded word by clicking it.

For example, "Some people say the captain is stubborn, but I 
disagree. I think he's pig-headed." The word pig-headed is a loaded 
word because it has negative associations beyond its descriptive 
meaning, "stubborn."

Explain that it's a good idea to take notes during and after reading or 
listening. Explain that notes should be brief and contain only the key 
points, and that a chart is a good way to organize notes.

In the courseware, students are given a graphic of a two-column 
chart. The first column is labeled "Key Topic" and the second is 
labeled "Key Words." Suggest that students find the first key topic 
and then add any key words that relate to this key topic. Then they 
can go on to the next key topic and repeat the process as often as 
necessary.

ELL: Suggest that students read aloud any passages that are difficult 
for them to understand. Reading aloud will help them use a different 
learning tool.

Special Needs: Some learners might benefit from using different 
colors of pens to assist them in creating graphic organizers. Have 
students use colorful markers to create graphic organizers for their 
notes.

Above-level Students: Have students write and deliver a persuasive 
speech to the class. Tell listening students to take notes on the 
speech, and then hold a discussion on the topic of the speech.

Comprehension Skill: Identify Persuasive 
Techniques

Comprehension Strategy: Take Notes

Differentiated Instruction
DESTINATION READING
Check the Practice activities in this lesson for 
results you can assess.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:

• Have the class brainstorm loaded words. 
Write these on the board. Discuss why they 
are loaded. Have students use each word in 
a sentence.

• Provide students with magazine articles. 
Have them take notes as they read the 
article, and then make a graphic organizer 
like the two-column chart they worked on 
earlier. Remind students to label column 
one "Key Topics" and column two "Key 
Words."

Assessment: Toolkit

• Recognize when the author uses the 
persuasive technique of loaded words 
in persuasive texts.

• Identify the persuasive technique of 
loaded words in persuasive speeches.

• Recognize that the purpose of taking 
notes is to improve reading 
comprehension.

• Identify important information and key 
words and phrases to incorporate in 
notes about a persuasive text.

• Select important information for taking 
notes about a persuasive speech.

Learning Objectives
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In the persuasive article titled "Walking on the Ceiling," a gecko 
explains why geckos are the most amazing animals in the world. To 
start with, geckos can walk upside down!

Geckos can walk up walls and across ceilings because the soles of 
their feet are covered with tiny hairs that stick to the surface when 
geckos drag their feet forward. To make their feet pop off the surface, 
geckos increase the angle at which the hairs touch the surface. Their 
"stick" and "peel" method of walking is like the stick and peel of sticky 
tape.

Other facts included in the article are that geckos like the sun and that 
protection from ultraviolet light is built into their eyes. Some of the 
gecko's ancestors—such as the Tyrannosaurus rex—may have 
eaten lions, so the king of beasts was probably a lizard, not a lion.

Another fact is that geckos, which have been around for about 200 
million years, can shed their tails when other animals try to catch 
them. Geckos also have built-in windshield wipers: They can lick their 
eyes clean with their tongues. They can also look behind them 
without turning their heads.

About 20 percent of the world's lizards are related to the gecko, an 
animal that is a great bug-catcher and will clear up any cockroach 
problems!

Ask students to have fun writing in their journals by using this prompt: 
"I first met the gecko when . . ." Suggest that students use their 
imagination when making journal entries. Also suggest that students 
add drawings to their entries. Ask volunteers to read their entries 
aloud.

Story Summary

Destination Journal
Use the Comprehension Quiz to assess 
students' understanding of the passage.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills: 

• As students read the article, ask them to 
take notes and then create a graphic 
organizer of their notes.

• As students read the story, have them make 
a list of the loaded words. Then have them 
write a brief explanation that tells why they 
think their choices are loaded words.

• Have students create a three-column chart. 
In the left-hand column, have them list the 
following roots: anim, milli, mill, aud, bio, 
gram, geo, tele, and therm. Provide 
students with dictionaries and have them 
look up each root. In the middle column of 
the chart have students list each root's 
origin. In the right-hand column of the chart 
have students write words that have each 
root.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Read a speech to build vocabulary, 
fluency, and comprehension.

• Take notes while reading a 
persuasive speech to assist 
comprehension.

• Recognize loaded words as a 
persuasive technique while reading 
a persuasive speech.

• Use knowledge of Greek and Latin 
roots while reading a persuasive 
speech to improve comprehension of 
unfamiliar words.

• Demonstrate comprehension of a 
persuasive speech.

Learning Objectives
UNIT 10: Walking on the Ceiling
Lesson 3: SummaryLESSON 3 PLANNER
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UNIT 10: Walking on the Ceiling
Lesson 4: Comprehension Skill and StrategyLESSON 4 PLANNER
After students read Chapter One, remind them that loaded words are 
words that have a meaning beyond their actual definitions. 
Persuasive text often contains loaded words. Write the following 
words on the board: thrifty and cheap. Ask: How might a thrifty 
person go about shopping? How might a cheap person go about 
shopping?

After students finish reading the article, point out that the writer uses 
loaded words to support the persuasive text asserting that the gecko 
is an amazing animal. Ask: Which loaded words support the idea 
that the gecko is an amazing animal?

After students read Chapter One, remind them that it is helpful to take 
notes when reading. Point out that notes help readers remember key 
points. Also, remind students to use a graphic organizer to organize 
their notes.

In the courseware, students are presented with a paragraph from the 
reading passage and asked to identify key topics and key words. 
Suggest that students read the paragraph first, choose the key topics, 
and then select the key words. They may want to add additional notes 
in either column to help them remember the information.

ELL: English Language Learners may benefit by being paired with 
students whose first language is English. Pairs should review the 
notes that the ELL student took while reading the passage. Suggest 
that the student mentors share their notes and explain why they 
chose specific key topics and key words.

Special Needs: Some learners might benefit from reading the text 
aloud as they take notes. Have students find a location where they 
will not disturb others and encourage them to read the passage aloud 
before they read it to take notes.

Above-level Students: Have students use the school-approved 
Internet sources to research lizards. Tell students to use their findings 
to prepare written reports. Reports should include such information as 
the classifications, characteristics, and history of lizards. Ask students 
to create a graphic organizer for the classroom that shows the 
different classifications and characteristics of lizards.

Comprehension Skill: Identify Persuasive 
Techniques

Comprehension Strategy: Take Notes

Differentiated Instruction
DESTINATION READING
Check the Practice and Apply activities in this 
lesson for results you can assess.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:

• Have students work in small groups to write 
a persuasive article that is filled with loaded 
words. Have one member of each group 
read the article aloud to the class. Have the 
class identify the loaded words.

• Provide students with three short articles 
about lizards and other reptiles. Ask them to 
take notes on the articles and then put their 
notes into three graphic organizers.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Analyze the use of the persuasive 
technique of loaded words in a 
paragraph from a persuasive 
speech.

• Analyze notes taken about a speech.

• Write notes while reading a 
paragraph of a new text to increase 
comprehension.

Learning Objectives
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UNIT 10: Walking on the Ceiling

Name: ______________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Directions:  A Tree Diagram can help you take notes about important ideas in a passage. Use the Tree 
Diagram below to record key topics and key words in a reading passage. If the passage has more than one 
key topic, you can use additional tree diagrams to take notes as you read. Record a key topic in the box. Then, 
record key words about the topic in the circles.

Comprehension Strategy: Using a Tree Diagram to Take Notes

Key Topic


