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Magazine articles are often informational nonfiction texts that 
provide factual information about a subject, explain how something 
works, or provide directions for how to do something. Magazine 
articles include titles and the writer's name. The text is set in columns 
on the pages of the magazine, and the text has subheadings and 
often has illustrations. Magazine articles may list steps, have pictures 
with captions, or include lists or diagrams.  

Ask: What is the name of your favorite magazine? What do you 
like best about this magazine? What are some of the things you 
have learned by reading this magazine?

Explain to students that the topic of an article is what the entire article 
is about. Each paragraph in the article gives information about the 
topic. The main idea of each paragraph is the most important idea in 
that paragraph. Detail sentences support the main idea by giving 
more information about it.  

Tell students that using a K-W-L Chart is one strategy for reading 
magazine articles. In this three-column chart, students write what 
they already know about the topic in the first column. In the second 
column, students write what they want to know about the topic, and in 
the third column, students write what they learned about the topic. 

Explain to students that before they read the passage, they will fill out 
the K and W columns of the chart. After they read, they will fill out the 
L column.

Context clues include definitions set off by dashes, commas, or 
parentheses, and definitions of synonyms in other sentences. Point 
out that context clues help readers figure out the meaning of 
unfamiliar words. 

Tell students they will read a story about a teen who started his own 
earthworm business. The smooth body of an earthworm is made of 
segments—small sections. The definition of the word segments is set 
off by a dash.

Preteach: Instructional Terms
Young Teen Builds a Business . . .  on Worms!

Travis Keith Bruce of Springfield, Illinois, owns T.K. 
Worm Factory. He sells worm compost—or 
manure—to gardeners and the live worms to fishers 
as bait. He is the winner of a Kidpreneurs Award and 
attended a special conference for being a young 
entrepreneur.

Lexile: 850 Word Count: 653

Summary of Reading Passage

Genre: Informational Text (magazine 
article)

Title: Young Teen Builds a Business . . . 
on Worms!

Cross-Curricular Connection: Math

Comprehension Strategy: Use K-W-L

Comprehension Skill: Identify main idea 
and supporting details (include unstated 
main idea)

Vocabulary Strategy: Context clues 
(unfamiliar words)

Decoding Support: The schwa sound in 
2-syllable words

Scope and Sequence
at a Glance
UNIT 16: Young Teen Builds a business . . . on Worms!

UNIT 16 OPENER
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Introduce the unit's vocabulary words by reading the following 
sentences aloud. After you read each sentence, repeat the 
vocabulary word and read aloud its definition.

achieve Verb. Reach a goal or complete something successfully.
By winning the state science competition, we achieved what we'd 
been working for.

customer Noun. Person who visits or buys things in a place of 
business.
We are regular customers at Joe's Corner Market.

employ Verb. (1) Give someone a job. (2) Make use of.
(1) Hanna's Apple Farm employed ten new people to help with 

the harvest.
(2) Ana employed several strategies to solve the complex 

problem.

fertilizer Noun. Manure used to make soil richer for growing things.
Sprinkle fertilizer on the grass after the seeds have sprouted.

notion Noun. (1) Idea. (2) Sudden or spur-of-the-moment idea. (3) 
Small, useful item such as a button or pin.
(1) Thomas Edison's notion was to improve on the light bulb.
(2) I had a notion to just spend the day at the beach enjoying the 

sun.
(3) Grandma's jewelry box was filled with all kinds of notions.

proceeds [pronounce as noun, with accent on first syllable] Noun. (1) 
Money raised or made from an event or a business.
proceeds [pronounce as verb, with accent on second syllable] 
Verb. (2) Moves forward.
(1) We used proceeds from the book sale to buy food for needy 

families.
(2) Please proceed carefully because the walkway may be 

slippery.

profit Noun. (1) Money left over after business costs are subtracted 
from money earned. (2) Something gained.
Verb. (3) To gain something.
(1) Profits from the new clothing store soared in the first year.
(2) Hard work brings many profits, such as a sense of 

accomplishment.
(3) Manuel profits from volunteer work by knowing he is helping 

people.

warehouse Noun. (1) Large, open building used to store things.
Verb. (2) Store things in a warehouse.
(1) Ms. Jones keeps extra food in a warehouse behind the 

market.
(2) We need to warehouse all of the furniture delivered this 

week.

Learner Vocabulary
DESTINATION READING
Have each student bring a favorite magazine 
article to class. Ask students to explain the topic 
of their articles and the main ideas of each 
paragraph in their articles.

Have students write a journal entry on what type 
of magazine articles they like to read and why.

Students who enjoy the nonfiction genre might 
choose from these selections for further reading.

Bug Business by Ann Weil. 2003. Steck-
Vaughn. (Below-level students.) Learn about 
raising bugs as a business. Lexile: 720

The Wilsons: A House-Painting Team by 
Alice Flanagan. 1996. Children's Press.
(On-level students.) A family runs a house-
painting business. Lexile: 720

Bill Gates: Helping People Use Computers by 
Charnan Simon. 1997. Children's Press. 
(Above-level students.) Learn about Bill Gates 
and his company. Lexile: 830

Students who are fascinated by business may 
find these books intriguing.

Swiss Secrets by Carolyn Keene 1992. 
Pocket Books. (Below-level students.) This 
Nancy Drew mystery is about big-business 
blackmail. Lexile: 720

Christmas with Ida Early by Robert Burch. 
1983. Penguin. (On-level students.) Explore an 
unusual Christmas. Lexile: 760

Great Brain Does It Again by John D. 
Fitzgerald. 1975. Yearling Books.
(Above-level students.) The story is about a boy 
and his business. Lexile: 810 

Quick Link Activities

Destination Journal

Book Lists

Books of the Same Genre

Books with Related Themes
UNIT 16: Young Teen Builds a business . . . on Worms!
 UNIT 16 OPENER  (CONT.)
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Magazine articles are often nonfiction informational texts that provide 
facts, or data, about a particular subject. Provide each student with a 
magazine. Show students the table of contents. Tell them that this is 
where they can find the list of titles of articles in the magazine. Have 
each student find an article in the magazine. Then work with students 
to find the characteristics listed below.

Tell students that all magazine articles have these characteristics. 
Help students find each characteristic as you point it out.

• The title tells what the article is about.

• The author is the person who wrote the article.

• The text is usually set in columns.

• Subheadings divide the article into sections and tell the reader 
what the sections are about.

• Photographs, graphics, or charts illustrate most magazine 
articles. 

Ask several volunteers to read the titles of their articles, and then 
make an inference about the topic of each article. Ask several 
students to name the writer of their article. Ask: In how many 
columns does the article appear? Ask students to point out the 
subheads. Then have students infer what the text following each 
subhead will be about. Have students point out the illustrations.

Worms are long, thin animals that do not have a spine. There are 
thousands of species of worms and more than 2,500 species of 
earthworms! Some scientists put that number even higher. One of the 
best-known species is the Lumbricus rubellus, sometimes called the 
red wiggler earthworm. 

Earthworms live in the soil and are most often seen above ground 
after rainstorms. Red worms, one species of earthworm, are helpful 
to gardeners because they mix the soil and help aerate it (or circulate 
the air in the soil). They also eat the soil; their waste creates a natural 
fertilizer. 

Baby earthworms hatch from a cocoon that is smaller than a grain of 
rice.

Genre Study

Build Background
Using worms for gardening has been around for 
a long time. In 1881, Charles Darwin wrote, "It 
may be doubted whether there are any other 
animals which have played so important a part in 
the history of the world, as have these lowly 
creatures." (From The Formation Of Vegetable 
Mould Through The Action Of Worms, by 
Charles Darwin)

QuickFact: Worms

• Recognize distinguishing features of 
informational text, including magazine 
articles. 

• Recognize the author's purpose in 
writing informational text.  

• Learn the meanings of grade-level and 
content vocabulary words in context. 

• Use context clues to determine the 
meanings of unfamiliar words. 

• Write sentences that include context 
clues for grade-level vocabulary.

Learning Objectives
 UNIT 16: Young Teen Builds a business . . . on Worms!
Lesson 1: Genre and Vocabulary StudyLESSON 1 PLANNER
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Students are told that context clues can help them understand the 
meaning of a word. Explain that writers may use dashes, commas, or 
parentheses to define or explain the meanings of words. Write these 
examples on the board: He kept the worms in a warehouse, a large 
building where things are stored or sold. Point out that the words 
after the comma define the word warehouse. His customers—
people who bought his worms—usually came in the early morning. 
Point out that the words between the dashes define the word 
customers. His proceeds (the money he made from selling worms) 
went into his college fund. Point out that the words in parentheses 
define the word proceeds.

ELL: Provide students with several sentences that contain context 
clues. Make sure that the sentences include definitions set off by 
dashes, commas, or parentheses. Have students use a highlighter to 
mark the context clues and the word that the clues define. 

Special Needs: Have students write a rhyming poem about context 
clues. First brainstorm words that rhyme with the word clues, such as 
blues, dues, news, and shoes. The poem should explain how writers 
use dashes, commas, or parentheses to define or explain a word. 

Above-level Students: Have students research organic gardening. 
Ask them to explain the difference between organic and conventional 
gardening. Have students include an explanation of how worms are 
useful in organic gardening. Ask students to write a one-page report 
that uses dashes, commas, or parentheses to explain the meaning of 
new words, such as organic or segments.

Provide students with a list of six words. Have students define the 
words. Then have students write a paragraph using the six words and 
context clues to define them. Students should use dashes, commas, 
or parentheses to set off the definitions.

Vocabulary Strategy

Differentiated Instruction

Quick Connect Activities
DESTINATION READING
Ask students to journal about this topic: Suppose 
you are going to start a business. What type of 
business will it be? What type of product will you 
sell? Who will buy your product?

Check the Practice and Apply activities in this 
lesson for results you can assess.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:

• Have students write a journal entry about 
how the punctuation marks help them spot 
context clues. Have them name three 
instances in which dashes, commas, and 
parentheses do not indicate a context clue.

• Have students work with a partner to write 
the five characteristics of magazine articles. 
Have student pairs label the characteristics 
in a magazine article.

Destination Journal

Lesson Resources:
Assessment Toolkit
UNIT 16: Young Teen Builds a business . . . on Worms!
 Lesson 1: Genre and Vocabulary Study LESSON 1 PLANNER  (CONT.)
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UNIT 16: Young Teen Builds a business . . . on Worms!
  Lesson 2: Comprehension Skill and StrategyLESSON 2 PLANNER
Students are told that 

• The topic of an article is what the whole article is about.

• The topic may be named in the title.

• Each paragraph in a nonfiction article gives information about 
the topic.

• The main idea of each paragraph is the most important idea in 
that paragraph.

• Each detail in a sentence supports the main idea by giving more 
information about it.

In the courseware, students analyze an article for main ideas and 
details. Remind students that sometimes the main idea is stated and 
at other times it is unstated. To figure out an unstated main idea, 
readers must add up the details. Tell students that to determine the 
main idea, they should ask:

• What is the topic of the paragraph?

• What does the paragraph tell about the topic?

The answer to the second question is the paragraph's main idea.

Tell students that they are going to fill in a K-W-L chart. In the first 
column, they will write what they already know about the topic. In the 
second, they will write what they want to know about the topic. After 
they read the passage, they will fill in the third column by writing what 
they learned about the topic.

ELL: Provide students with a short article about their native country 
and a blank K-W-L chart. Before they read the article, assist them in 
filling out the first two columns. Do the same with the third column 
after they have finished reading.

Special Needs: Have students work in groups of three or four. 
Provide students with a short article. Have them make a K-W-L chart. 
As a group, students should fill out the chart.

Above-level Students: Have students use the contents of a chapter 
from one of their textbooks to make a K-W-L chart.

Comprehension Skill: Identify Main Idea and 
Supporting Details

Comprehension Strategy: Use K-W-L

Differentiated Instruction
Check the Practice activities in this lesson for 
results you can assess.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:

• Provide students with two short magazine 
articles. Have students work in small groups 
to identify the topic of each article and the 
main idea of each paragraph.

• Have students write a one-page tip sheet 
about using a K-W-L chart. The article 
should explain the purpose of each column 
and how the chart helps readers.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Recognize the main idea of a 
paragraph in an informational 
magazine article. 

• Identify details that support the main 
idea of an informational magazine 
article. 

• Identify unstated main ideas in an 
informational magazine article. 

• Recognize that the purpose of using a 
K-W-L chart is to improve reading 
comprehension. 

• Determine information to record in the 
K and W columns of a K-W-L chart 
before reading a scientific magazine 
article.

Learning Objectives
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"Young Teen Builds a Business . . . on Worms!" is a magazine article 
about Travis Keith Bruce, who started a worm business when he was 
just 12 years old. 

Travis, who lives in Springfield, Illinois, used the Internet to learn 
about vermicomposting, or worm composting. He learned that worms 
create a natural fertilizer, or compost, that enriches soil and helps 
plants grow. 

Soon Travis was selling shipments of his worm fertilizer to gardeners. 
He also sold the worms themselves as fishing bait. 

Before long Travis's business was growing, so he rented a 
warehouse—a large, open building. In addition to selling to local 
customers, Travis also sold his worms over the Internet. Some of his 
shipments went as far away as Ecuador and Japan.

Travis hired his friends to help. He even loaned his friends money 
from the business to buy sports equipment. They worked for Travis to 
pay back the loan.

Travis won a Kidpreneurs Award for his hard work and enterprise. He 
had to scale back his business as he grew older and prepared for 
college, but the experience of running his own business was 
valuable. It taught him how to put profits back into a business and 
how to balance his time.

Have students write journal entries on this topic: Travis started his 
business when his mother gave him a hammer and some wood. She 
suggested that he and his friends build something. They built some 
wooden boxes, which gave them the idea for the worm business. 

Have students complete this sentence:

An adult gave me _________________________, and it gave me 
the idea to _____________________________________________.

Be creative in your journal entry. Tell what object or objects an 
adult gave you. Then tell what you decided to make. Do you want 
to use the object to help someone or something or to start a 
business? How can your business make a difference?

Story Summary

Destination Journal
DESTINATION READING
Use the Comprehension Quiz to assess 
students' understanding of the passage.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:

• After students have read the story, have 
them write a letter to a friend in another 
country and tell the main idea and 
supporting details of the story.

• After they have read the passage, have 
students circle the context clues that are set 
off by dashes, commas, or parentheses.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Read an autobiography to build 
vocabulary, fluency, and 
comprehension. 

• Ask and answer questions while 
reading an autobiography. 

• Draw conclusions and make inferences 
while reading an autobiography.

• Use a dictionary while reading an 
autobiography to determine the 
meaning of unfamiliar words. 

• Demonstrate comprehension of an 
autobiography.

Learning Objectives
UNIT 16: Young Teen Builds a business . . . on Worms!
 Lesson 3: Summary and Journal WritingLESSON 3 PLANNER
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UNIT 16: Young Teen Builds a business . . . on Worms!
 Lesson 4: Comprehension Skill and StrategyLESSON 4 PLANNER
Students are asked to click on words that describe the topic, the main 
ideas of each paragraph, and the supporting details. Students then 
read a paragraph and choose the sentence that states the main idea. 

Remind students that the main idea of each paragraph is what the 
paragraph is about; it is the subject of the paragraph.

Students are told to think about what they know and want to know 
before reading the unit article. They then fill in the first and second 
columns on K-W-L charts. After reading, students should think about 
what they have learned, and then fill in the third column on the chart. 

In the courseware, students also fill in the first two columns of a K-W-
L chart about tube worms. After they read an article on tube worms, 
they fill in the third column.

ELL: Have students outline the article, listing the main ideas and 
supporting details. Tell students that the title usually names the topic 
and the subheadings are often the main ideas. 

Special Needs: Have students design a brochure for Travis's worm 
business. Encourage students to use information from the article 
when writing the text for their brochures. 

Above-level Students: Have students research other small 
businesses started by teens. Then ask them to write a fact sheet, 
listing their findings. Students should analyze what businesses are 
successful for teens. Their fact sheets should include a description of 
how the teen businesses started.

Comprehension Skill: Identify Main Ideas 
and Supporting Details

Comprehension Strategy: Use K-W-L

Differentiated Instruction
Check the Practice and Apply activities in this 
lesson for results you can assess. 

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:

• After students have read the article, have 
them work in small groups to list the topic, 
the main ideas of each paragraph, and the 
detail sentences.

• After students have read the article, have 
them use different color highlighters to 
highlight the five characteristics of 
magazine articles. Have students write key 
words that identify the characteristic they 
have highlighted in the margins of the 
article.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Distinguish between stated and 
unstated main ideas in an 
informational text. 

• Select statements for the L column 
of a K-W-L chart after reading an 
informational magazine article. 

• Generate learning statements in a K-
W-L chart after reading an 
informational magazine article. 

Learning Objectives



161DESTINATION READING COURSE 3
©

 2
00

6 
R

iv
er

de
ep

 In
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 L
im

ite
d,

 a
nd

 it
s 

lic
en

so
rs

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

UNIT 16: Young Teen Builds a business . . . on Worms!

Name: ______________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Directions:  You have learned how to use a K-W-L Chart as an aid to understanding informational text. As 
you read a textbook, use the K-W-L Chart below. Write what you Know about the subject of the text in the first 
column. In the second column, write what you Want to know. When you have finished reading the text, write 
what you have Learned in the third column.

Comprehension Strategy: Using a K-W-L Chart

What I Know What I Want to Know What I Learned


