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Students have encountered fiction throughout their reading. Elicit 
from students the basic components of fiction: a clear beginning, 
middle, and end; a setting, characters, and a plot revolving around 
a problem and its solution; and the problem's resolution at the end of 
the story.

Ask students whether they are familiar with myths. These stories are 
often the basis of movies and popular reading. Have students recount 
some of their favorite mythological stories. Point out that many myths 
are ancient stories that teach us about human behavior, or they give 
a reason for natural phenomena. Myths often relate to the actions of 
the gods on Earth. 

Ask students what ideas a heart, an anchor, or a four-leaf clover 
remind them of. Tell students that these items are all symbols. 
Challenge students to define a symbol; their definition should include 
a picture or an object that stands for something else. Both positive 
and negative feelings and moods can be associated with symbols.

One challenge of reading descriptive text is visualizing what the 
author is conveying. A skillful writer will incorporate words that appeal 
to all five senses in descriptive text. Ask: Why do sensory words 
help readers feel as if they were part of a story? How does 
visualizing a place make it seem more real? 

Challenge readers to be sensitive to the craft that authors use in 
writing descriptive text. Ask students to be aware of words that appeal 
to the senses and to try to use these words in their own writing. 

This unit also alerts students to additional forms of context clues: 
typographic features, syntactic clues, semantic clues, and 
restatements. Typographic features include the use of parentheses, 
italics, boldfacing, and underlining to catch a reader's attention. 
Syntactic clues are provided by the structure of a sentence. Semantic 
clues, the most common type of clue, include definitions, examples, 
and synonyms. Restatement is rephrasing a thought in new words to 
make it clearer.

Preteach: Instructional Terms
How Da-Yu Controlled the River

This story retells a Chinese myth about the Yellow 
River and the man, Gun, who tries to help victims of 
flooding. After battling the river for years, he steals 
some magic earth from the Emperor's garden. The soil 
grows and contains the flood. The emperor discovers 
the theft and attacks the village, killing Gun. Gun's 
son, Yu, vows to complete his father's work even 
though it delays his marriage.

Lexile: 830 Word Count: 943

Summary of Reading Passage

Genre: Myth

Title: How Da-Yu Controlled the River

Cross-Curricular Connection: Social 
Studies (Cultural Diversity)

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize

Comprehension Skill: Recognize 
Literary Elements (symbolism)

Vocabulary Strategy: Context Clues 
(unfamiliar words)

Decoding Support: Irregular Consonant 
Pattern (-ch and -que)

Scope and Sequence
at a Glance
UNIT 30: How Da-Yu Controlled the River

UNIT 30 OPENER
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Introduce the unit's vocabulary words by reading the following 
sentences aloud. After you read each sentence, repeat the 
vocabulary word, and read aloud its definition.

antique Adjective. (1) Very old. Noun. (2) Very old object considered 
rare and valuable.

(1) I have a collection of antique coins from around the world.
(2) My mother finds beautiful antiques at the swap meet.

architect Noun. Person who designs buildings and other structures. 
The architect used blueprints to help builders construct the 
museum.

chute Noun. Slanted tunnel through which food, laundry, or other 
items pass.
Throw all garbage down the trash chute to the basement.

dike Noun. (1) High wall or bank built to hold back water and prevent 
flooding. (2) Ditch built for the passage of water.

(1) The raging river overflowed the dikes and washed down the 
city streets.

(2) During a storm, dikes can flow with all kinds of dangerous 
debris.

distract Verb. Weaken concentration or draw away someone's 
attention.
Please don't distract us while we're studying for our finals.

moisture Noun. Slight wetness or dampness.
Mixing apple sauce into the batter adds moisture to cakes and 
cookies.

outrage Noun. (1) Intense or extreme anger. (2) Act of cruelty. 
Verb. (3) To anger someone.

(1) Some war stories can fill people with shock and outrage.
(2) Many outrages suffered during the war still affect veterans.
(3) The umpire's bad call outraged the screaming crowd.

plaque Noun. (1) Plate or sign inscribed with words, usually 
displayed to honor someone or something. (2) Coating on the 
teeth made from food and bacteria that can cause tooth decay.

(1) A copper plaque marks the field where the battle took place.
(2) Brushing and flossing can help get rid of plaque buildup.

vow Noun. (1) Serious promise. Verb. (2) Make a serious promise.

(1) Emma made a vow to her parents that she would never 
again stay out past curfew.

(2) Volunteers vowed that they would return with needed food 
and clothing.

Learner Vocabulary
DESTINATION READING
On the board, draw a large image of a dragon-
like fish, with scales of varying shapes and sizes. 
Write vocabulary words inside the scales of the 
fish. Cut out paper scales in the same shape as 
those drawn on the board. Write the words' 
definitions on the paper scales. After placing the 
scales in a fishbowl, have students select one 
and place it over the appropriate vocabulary term 
on the board. 

Students who enjoy this genre may choose from 
these selections for further reading.

The Hunterman and the Crocodile by Baba 
Wague Diakite. 1997. Scholastic, Inc. 
(Below-level students.) This book retells a West 
African folktale about appreciating nature. 
LEXILE: 800

Heroes and Monsters of Greek Myth by 
Bernard Evslin. 1967. Scholastic, Inc. 
(On-level students.) This book retells ancient 
Greek tales, including those about Perseus, 
Daedalus, and the fable of Midas. LEXILE: 870

Students who are fascinated by China may find 
these books intriguing.

Letters Home from China by Marcia S. 
Gresko. 1999. Blackbirch Press. 
(Below-level students.) This selection describes 
a visit to China. LEXILE: 790

Yeh-Shen: A Cinderella Story from China by 
Ai-Ling Louie. Reprint 1999. PaperStar 
Books. (On-level students.) This book tells the 
Cinderella story based on ancient Chinese 
writings. LEXILE: 840

Quick Connect Activities

Book Lists

Books of the Same Genre

Books with Related Themes
UNIT 30: How Da-Yu Controlled the River
 UNIT 30 OPENER  (CONT.)
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Assess students' prior knowledge of mythology by asking whether 
they know of any ancient stories about heroes or gods, or about 
natural events like weather and seasons or phenomena like how the 
tiger got its stripes or why spiders weave webs. Explain that these 
stories are myths. They are part of the mythology, or set of stories, 
constructed by people throughout history. Explain that many cultures 
have myths. 

Myths are classified as fiction. Like other fiction, myths are narrative 
literary works; their content is based on imagination. Review with 
students the other characteristics of fiction: 

• Stories may or may not be based on facts.

• Stories usually have a clear beginning, middle, and end.

• Stories have a clear setting, characters, and plot (a problem the 
main character wants to solve).

• The end of the story usually involves the resolution to the 
problem. 

Beyond the requirements of fiction, mythology usually involves the 
following: 

• A traditional legend or narrative 

• Revelation of human behavior and natural phenomena through 
symbols

• Actions of the gods affecting human lives

Share the Pen: Begin writing a myth, either on the board or on chart 
paper. Invite students to contribute a setting and characters. Either 
use a plot from a familiar myth or have students contribute one.

The subject of this slide show in the courseware is the Yellow River. 
The courseware shows the location of the river and discusses how 
the flooding of the river has impacted Chinese history and culture. 
Point out that, in the past, the river has been both a boon and a 
burden for the people of China. These days, dams control flooding, 
letting just the right amount of water go through.

Remind students that natural forces often take us by surprise. Ask: 
What defenses would work against a force like the floods of the 
Yellow River today? If you lived long ago, how would you solve 
the problem of a raging river? How can people adapt to such 
great changes? What would you do if you lived in land affected 
by floods of the Yellow River?

Genre Study

Build Background
The second-longest river in China, the Yellow 
River originates in China's western mountains. It 
then travels north, south, and east until it 
reaches the Gulf of Bohai. The river gets its 
name from silt; the Yellow River carries more silt 
that any other river in the world. This erosion has 
caused hardships for the Chinese people for 
thousands of years.

QuickFact: The Yellow River

• Recognize distinguishing features of 
myths.

• Recognize the author's purpose in 
writing myths. 

• Learn the meanings of grade-level and 
content vocabulary words in context. 

• Use context clues to determine the 
meanings of unfamiliar words. 

• Write sentences that include context 
clues for unfamiliar grade-level 
vocabulary.

Learning Objectives
 UNIT 30: How Da-Yu Controlled the River
Lesson 1: Genre and Vocabulary StudyLESSON 1 PLANNER
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The courseware introduces several types of context clues: 

• Typographic features—italics, underlining, boldfacing, and 
parenthetical material 

• Syntactic clues—word placement in a sentence

• Semantic clues—definitions, examples, synonyms, and 
explanation.

• Restatement—rephrasing

The courseware will guide students through passages, emphasizing 
semantic and syntactic clues. Work through the example with the 
word distract to help students differentiate between types of clues.

ELL: Before becoming adept at recognizing syntactic clues, English 
language learners may need to work on sentence structure. Because 
students' first language may have different patterns for sentences, 
refresh these students' memories with English sentence patterns. 

Special Needs: Write ten sentences on the board that contain 
context clues, and underline the term or phrase that is clarified by the 
context clue. In small groups have students identify the clue to define 
the underlined term or phrase. For example, The stray was the 
perfect cat for Shanda's grandmother. The context clue indicates that 
"stray" refers to a cat. Invite students to tell which types of context 
clue they discovered in the sentences.

Above-level Students: Tell students to create a three-column chart. 
In the first column, they should list the four types of context clues 
taught in the courseware. In the middle column, have students define 
or explain the type of clue. In the third column, have them write at 
least one example of the clue. Have student partners exchange 
papers to review each other's work. Address any questions, and post 
the charts for use as a classroom reference.

Have students recall myths that they have read or studied in the past. 
Challenge them to perform a quick skit that retells the myth. 

After students present the skit, have them revise the story 
dramatically. For example, students may have the hero refuse to be 
heroic, or they may set the story in present day rather than in ancient 
times.

Vocabulary Strategy: Context Clues 
(Unfamiliar Words)

Differentiated Instruction

Quick Connect Activities
DESTINATION READING
Have students write a journal entry on this topic: 
Pretend that you are a hero in a myth. What 
actions would you take if you were a 
mythological hero? How would you feel about the 
burden placed on you? Would it be fun to be a 
hero? Once students complete their journal, 
invite them to share their thoughts in small 
groups.

Check the Practice and Apply activities in this 
lesson for results you can assess. 

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills: 

• Have students review a story that you have 
previously read as a group or as outside 
reading. Direct students to look for context 
clues that help them define new words. 

• Have students write sentences with context 
clues for the remaining vocabulary words. 
Tell students to leave blanks for the 
vocabulary words. Students should then 
exchange papers with a partner and 
determine the missing vocabulary word by 
using the context clues.

Destination Journal

Lesson Resources:
Assessment Toolkit
UNIT 30: How Da-Yu Controlled the River
 Lesson 1: Genre and Vocabulary Study LESSON 1 PLANNER  (CONT.)
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UNIT 30: How Da-Yu Controlled the River
  Lesson 2: Comprehension Skill and StrategyLESSON 2 PLANNER
Students are taught that a symbol is a picture or object that stands for 
an idea. Symbols can evoke positive or negative feelings, moods, or 
thoughts. Authors and artists use symbols to make abstract ideas 
concrete and to add interest to their work. Ask: What are some 
common symbols associated with the United States?

The courseware uses the myth of Daphne and Apollo to introduce 
arrows as a symbol of love. Explain to students the significance of the 
symbols that are mentioned in the courseware—the scales of justice, 
a dove, a country's flag, and an owl.

Explain to students that forming mental images of people, places, and 
events as they read will help them understand the text. Readers use 
personal knowledge and details in the passage to visualize what is 
happening. Readers should ask themselves questions that will help 
them visualize reading material, such as: What does this character 
look like? Are there any distinct smells? Point out that visualizing 
incorporates all five senses.

In the courseware, students will work through passages that rely on 
the five senses to help readers understand what is happening. Work 
through the examples with students to help them find details that 
appeal to the five senses.

ELL: Because symbols are highly associated with a culture, students 
may already have a set of symbols that are significant to them. Ask 
them to share the symbols and their meaning with the class. 

Special Needs: Have students review a descriptive passage from 
previous reading and underline key details. Then invite students to 
translate the details into a drawing. Compare the finished picture with 
the original text. 

Above-level Students: Many myths and tales are sources for figures 
of speech and common phrases, such as "the Midas touch" or "his/
her Achilles' heel." Invite students to make lists of such phrases. 
Allow students to use library resources and school-approved Web 
sites to discover the phrases' meanings and history. Have students 
share their discoveries with the class. 

Comprehension Skill: Recognize Literary 
Elements (Symbolism)

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize

Differentiated Instruction
Check the Practice activities in this lesson for 
results you can assess.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:

• Draw common symbols on a set of note 
cards. Some examples may be a country's 
or state's flag, a police badge, a rainbow, or 
a storm cloud. On the cards' reverse side, 
write the symbol's meaning. Have students 
work in pairs and take turns. One student 
holds up a card, and the partner tells the 
symbol's meaning. 

• As you read a descriptive passage aloud, 
invite students to close their eyes and 
visualize the scene. Then reread the 
passage, pausing long enough between 
sentences for students to write down the 
descriptive words. Discuss with students the 
words they identified and how those words 
contributed to their visualizations.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Recognize the definition and purpose 
of symbolism in a myth. 

• Identify symbolism in a myth. 

• Recognize visualizing as a strategy to 
improve comprehension. 

• Use visualization to increase 
comprehension.

Learning Objectives
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This Chinese myth centers on the Yellow River and its effect on the 
people who live near it. The story begins with Yu, a Chinese man, 
awakening in sorrow because his father, Gun, has been killed by Fire 
Warrior. Gun had worked tirelessly to control the Yellow River's 
flooding and destruction. 

Gun had explained to Yu that the skies opened up and rained for 22 
years without stopping. The river overran its banks. People who had 
lived near the river moved to the mountains. People were hungry. 
Gun tried to help for nine years, but all of his efforts were wasted. 

One day, an owl and a turkey visited Gun. They told him about some 
magic soil in the Emperor's garden. If Gun got some of the dirt and 
built a dam from it, the dam would grow and keep the water back. 
Gun stole some of the dirt and used it to build a dam to contain the 
flood waters. Gun continued to work to repair the flood damage.

Gun's family, including his son Yu, were honored because of Gun's 
work. However, the Emperor found out about the theft, and sent the 
Fire Warrior to punish Gun. After a long battle, the Fire Warrior killed 
Gun, destroyed his family farm, took away the magic soil, and caused 
the river's flooding to worsen. A sad Yu buried his father and 
promised to continue his work. 

Yu put off his wedding to continue to battle the river. He used Gun's 
iron staff to dig new channels and cut holes through mountains to 
control the flooding. Yu gained the help of the dragon Yinglong who 
pointed the direction for Yu's channel to the sea. Yu's dedication 
made him a model of service for the 13 years that he worked to 
contain the river. 

When the canal was done, Yu kept the rich farm soil in the valley. As 
the river water drained away, Yu saw that his father was not dead but 
that he had become a fish who had helped Yu carve the canal! Yu 
finally married, and Gun rests far beneath the earth today.

Ask students to write a journal entry on this topic: Pick a scene from 
a myth, and rewrite it. Add details that describe each character's 
appearance and actions. Describe the setting and plot with 
details that appeal to the senses.

Story Summary

Destination Journal
DESTINATION READING
Use the Comprehension Quiz to assess 
students' understanding of the passage.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:

• Have students take specific passages from 
the myth and explain the sensory details 
that help a reader see and hear the events 
of the story.

• In small groups, ask students to explain the 
symbolism behind the color of the river, 
images of the river, the magic dirt, and 
Gun's sword. In a class discussion, have 
groups share their ideas about the 
symbolism.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Read a myth to build vocabulary, 
fluency, and comprehension. 

• Use visualization while reading a myth 
to improve comprehension. 

• Interpret symbolism while reading a 
myth. 

• Use context clues while reading a myth 
to improve comprehension of unfamiliar 
vocabulary words. 

• Demonstrate comprehension of a myth. 

Learning Objectives
UNIT 30: How Da-Yu Controlled the River
 Lesson 3: Summary and Journal WritingLESSON 3 PLANNER
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UNIT 30: How Da-Yu Controlled the River
 Lesson 4: Comprehension Skill and StrategyLESSON 4 PLANNER
Recall with students that a symbol is a picture or an object that 
represents an idea. Symbols can mean different things to different 
people. Some symbols are used repeatedly throughout literature, 
while others may appear only in a single piece of fiction.  

The courseware uses the myth and symbol of the phoenix to review 
the characteristics and role of symbols. As students work through the 
Practice activity, they read short myths and identify symbols in those 
stories.

On the board, write a basic setting; for example, a classroom, a park, 
or a game. Point out that as the setting is written, it is hard to 
visualize. Tell students to use words that appeal to the senses to 
describe the setting in a paragraph or two. Invite students to share 
their writing while the class visualizes the scene.

In the Practice activity, students will select the picture that best 
matches story details. Help students who are having difficulties rule 
out pictures that do not match the text. In the second activity, have 
students make lists of sensory details about the island before they 
begin writing. 

ELL: English language learners who are also Spanish speakers will 
recognize the concept of symbolism. The Spanish word for this idea 
is a cognate, símbolo. 

Special Needs: Help students work on the connection between 
language and the senses. Find a picture in a book or magazine. Have 
students list words that describe the picture as a whole or the details 
within it. Then challenge the students to write sentences incorporating 
the details. Finally, have students combine the sentences into a 
paragraph. 

Above-level Students: Send students on a myth hunt; allow them to 
check library or school-approved Internet resources for additional 
myths. Have students read and summarize one or two stories that 
they have selected. Ask students to identify symbols used in the 
stories and explain their meanings. Do the symbols have significance 
beyond the myth? 

Comprehension Skill: Recognize Literary 
Elements (Symbolism)

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize

Differentiated Instruction
Check the Practice and Apply activities in this 
lesson for results you can assess.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills: 

• Ask students to work in small groups to 
write a paragraph explaining how 
understanding a symbol helps a reader 
understand an author's message.

• Have students describe how to be an active 
reader, including how to recognize and 
appreciate sensory language. Students 
should first work alone and then use their 
lists to contribute to a class discussion on 
reading. 

• Create an idea web with mythology as the 
central idea. Facets of mythology that 
should be worked into the web include its 
basic characteristics and reasons why 
people enjoy reading it.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Interpret symbols in fiction texts. 

• Identify the reasons why 
visualization can improve 
comprehension. 

• Write a paragraph explaining how 
visualization can improve 
comprehension.

Learning Objectives
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UNIT 30: How Da-Yu Controlled the River

Name: ______________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Directions:  You have learned about using an Idea Web as you read. Using a web can help you see how 
symbols and images are related in descriptive text and poetry. Use the Idea Web below to record important 
symbols and images from your reading. 

Comprehension Strategy: Using an Idea Web

Passage Title


