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Fantasy is a type of fiction that incorporates imaginary characters 
and impossible plot twists. It invites the reader to suspend reality and 
to enjoy a highly imaginative world. It is the opposite of fiction that is 
realistic, although a story may contain elements of both realism and 
fantasy. Ask: What kinds of fantasy stories have you enjoyed in 
the past? Why do you think people like to read fantasies?

Use the following example to help students distinguish realism from 
fantasy: A boy walks down the street. He goes into a store to buy 
some shoes. The clerk who waits on him is an elf who says that she 
just made the shoes last night. Allow students to point out what is real 
(buying shoes in a store) and what is fantasy (being waited on by an 
elf). 

To enjoy a fantasy as much as possible, readers should become 
skilled at visualizing, or forming mental images, of the text. Readers 
can do this if they read carefully, noting details that appeal to their 
senses. Readers can ask themselves questions like these: What 
does the setting look like? How are the characters dressed? Noticing 
details that appeal to the senses will help a reader visualize 
successfully. Ask students how visualizing helps them 
understand a fantasy.

Visualizing helps readers know what is real or unreal in a story. 
Students need to develop a skill for determining what is possible, or 
realistic, and what is not possible, or fantastic, in a given work of 
fiction. Characters, settings, and plots can contain both realism and 
fantasy, and an observant reader will try to analyze these elements. 
Ask students to describe a realistic character and a fantastic 
character. 

The vocabulary strategy in this unit focuses on using a dictionary and 
a glossary to look up unfamiliar terms. Point out that both of these 
resources will help students understand what they are reading. Have 
students compare the glossary in a science or a social studies 
textbook with a dictionary to understand the difference between the 
two resources. Ask students why textbooks often include 
glossaries, and why storybooks do not. 

Preteach: Instructional Terms
The Kudzu Invasion

Marcus learns from a maple tree that a harmful plant 
is taking over the space where other plants want to 
grow. He tries to persuade the plant, kudzu, to stop 
invading, but does not succeed. Marcus continues his 
task by asking a rock for help. Will Marcus be able to 
solve the rock's riddles? What will be the next step in 
stopping the kudzu? And who will win in the end?

Lexile: 580 Word Count: 694

Summary of Reading Passage

Genre: Fantasy

Title: The Kudzu Invasion

Cross-Curricular Connection: Science

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize

Comprehension Skill: Distinguish 
realism from fantasy

Vocabulary Strategy: Dictionary/
Glossary (Unfamiliar Words)

Decoding Support: ch/tch: ch preceded 
by vowel and consonant (lurch, peach); 
tch as in clutch, scratch

Scope and Sequence
at a Glance
UNIT 06: The Kudzu Invasion

UNIT 06 OPENER
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Introduce the unit's vocabulary words by reading the following 
sentences aloud. After you read each sentence, repeat the 
vocabulary word and read aloud its definition.

approach Verb. (1) Move closer to something or someone. Noun. (2) 
Way to solve a problem or deal with an issue.

(1) I watched the scared kitten slowly approach my open hand.
(2) What approach should we take to this puzzle?

clutch Verb. (1) Hold or grasp something very tightly.
Noun. (2) Pedal in some cars that lets the driver change gears.

(1) The baby is clutching the rattle in her tiny fist.
(2) Sean stepped on the clutch before driving off.

graze Verb. (1) Eat slowly in small amounts. (2) Lightly touch.

(1) Cows graze on the pasture's green grass.
(2) The speeding baseball grazed the batter's chin.

riddle Noun. Clever question or problem for someone to solve.
Whoever figures out the riddle gets a free homework pass.

sapling Noun. Young tree.
The sapling in our front yard is growing new leaves.

vine Noun. Long, winding stem of a plant.
In the spring, the blackberry vines are full of flowers.

On the board, draw a vine with stems coming out of it. Write 
vocabulary words on the stems. On pieces of paper cut to look like 
leaves, write the vocabulary definitions. Have students tape the 
leaves near the word they define.

Ask students to write a journal entry on this topic: Suppose that you 
are a scientist trying to find a way to keep soil from washing 
away. You know of a plant from another part of the world that 
would hold the soil, but you do not know what other effects this 
plant may have on the environment. Would you introduce the 
new plant? Explain your answer.

Learner Vocabulary

Quick Connect Activities

Destination Journal
DESTINATION READING
Students who enjoy this genre may choose from 
these selections for further reading.

Behind the Couch by Mordecai Gerstein. 
1996. Hyperion Books. (Below-level students.) 
In this fantasy, a boy explores another world 
behind his couch. Lexile: 610

Windchaser by Scott Ciencin. 1995. Random 
House. (On-level students.) Two boys help a 
wounded dinosaur in this fantasy novel. Lexile: 
660

Forest by Janet Taylor Lisle. 1993. 
Scholastic, Inc. (Above-level students.) 
Realism and animal fantasy are combined in this 
tale about a girl who runs off to a forest. 
Lexile: 700

Students who are fascinated by plants and 
ecosystems may find these books intriguing.

How a Plant Grows by Bobbie Kalman. 1996. 
Crabtree Publishing Company. 
(Below-level students.) This book discusses how 
plants grow and reproduce. Lexile: 590

Long Live Earth by Meighan Morrison. 1993. 
Scholastic, Inc. (On-level students.) 
This is a reflective tale about humans and their 
relationship with Earth. Lexile: 630

Scientists Who Study Plants by Mel 
Higginson. 1994. Rourke Corporation. 
(Above-level students.) This informational 
booklet describes the work of botanists and 
explains why it is important. Lexile: 680

Book Lists

Books of the Same Genre

Books with Related Themes
UNIT 06: The Kudzu Invasion
 UNIT 06 OPENER  (CONT.)
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Assess students' prior knowledge of fantasy by asking them what 
types of fiction they enjoy reading. Point out that fantasies have the 
same elements as realistic fiction: plots, settings, and characters. 
However, in fantasy fiction, these elements will have otherworldly 
qualities. Elements of fantasy fiction include the following: 

• It is exciting and imaginative.

• It takes readers beyond everyday reality.

• The plot is unpredictable.

• Characters have special powers.

• The setting is also unreal and may be in the past.

Ask students to explain why they think people read fantasies. 
Students may cite the adventurous and imaginative nature of the 
genre, as well as the unpredictable characters and plots. Elicit from 
students the reasons that authors write fantasies: to spark the 
reader's imagination and to entertain by taking the reader into a 
different world. 

Point out that many types of television shows, especially cartoon 
shows, are fantasies. Ask: What qualities does a successful 
fantasy writer have?  

Share the Pen: Begin writing a class fantasy story, either on the 
board or on a large sheet of paper. Begin by listing characters and 
describing the setting, with an eye to making both unreal. Invite 
students to illustrate key characters and situations as they compose 
the story. 

The subject of this slide show in the courseware is the balance of the 
ecosystem as it relates to kudzu. Assess students' prior knowledge of 
this subject. Ask: What happens when a plant is encouraged to 
grow in a place where it has few natural enemies? 

The slideshow explains the introduction and spread of kudzu in the 
southeastern United States. Students are reminded that invasive 
plant and animal species may be introduced intentionally or 
accidentally into new environments.

Remind students that there is a great deal to learn about nature and 
the interaction of plants and people. Ask: What plants or animals 
do you know that are not native to the area? How can you help 
prevent the spread of invasive species?

Genre Study

Build Background
Kudzu is a plant that was brought to the United 
States from Japan in 1876. It was promoted as a 
decorative plant and as food for animals. Later, 
people worked hard to establish kudzu, hoping to 
prevent soil erosion. Now it covers over seven 
million acres of land in the southeastern states. 
Kudzu has proven difficult to control; one 
effective method is to have Angora goats graze 
on it.

QuickFact: Kudzu

• Recognize distinguishing features of 
fantasies.

• Recognize the author's purpose in 
writing fantasies.

• Learn the meanings of grade-level and 
content vocabulary words in context.

• Determine whether to use a dictionary 
or glossary to identify the meanings of 
unfamiliar words.

• Recommend when to use a dictionary 
or glossary to identify the meanings or 
grade-level vocabulary.

Learning Objectives
 UNIT 06: The Kudzu Invasion
Lesson 1: Genre and Vocabulary StudyLESSON 1 PLANNER
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Call students' attention to the glossary at the back of one of their 
textbooks. Invite them to compare it to a classroom dictionary. They 
will probably notice the difference in size; the dictionary, with its 
greater number of entries, will be much larger than the glossary. 

Now ask students to find the same word in both the glossary and 
dictionary. As they contrast the treatments of the word, students are 
likely to note the specialized nature of the glossary definition and the 
added information, such as word derivation and usage, found in the 
dictionary.

Point out to students that both references focus on defining and 
showing the pronunciation of unfamiliar words.

ELL: English language learners may appreciate the pronunciation 
guidance provided by dictionaries and glossaries. Point out the 
pronunciation key, and explain that it contains symbols that will help 
students pronounce words correctly. Work through the symbols with 
students, making sure that they can associate the symbols with the 
appropriate sounds. 

Special Needs: These students may not be ready for the level of 
difficulty encountered in many classroom dictionaries. Consider 
having picture dictionaries or other below-level references available 
for them during this lesson. 

Above-level Students: As students work through supplemental texts 
in science, social studies, and other subjects, have them create their 
own glossaries. Encourage students to keep a list of new words, their 
pronunciations, and their definitions. Students may wish to add their 
own illustrations to round out the glossary.

• Have students write the answers to these questions: What is a 
glossary? Why is it useful? What types of books contain 
glossaries? 

• Ask students to write reflective paragraphs on whether the 
introduction of kudzu into the United States was a success. 
Have them support their opinion with facts.

Vocabulary Strategy:  Dictionaries and  
Glossaries

Differentiated Instruction

Quick Connect Activities
DESTINATION READING
Ask students to write a journal entry on this topic: 
Why is the study of ecology important? Why 
is it necessary to know about relationships 
among people, animals, and plants?

Check the Practice and Apply activities in this 
lesson for results you can assess.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:  

• Have each student write an explanation of 
when he or she would check a glossary for 
the definition of a word. 

• Have students work in small groups to list 
five characteristics of a fantasy.

• Have students share the plots from their 
favorite fantasy stories.

Destination Journal

Lesson Resources:
Assessment Toolkit
UNIT 06: The Kudzu Invasion
 Lesson 1: Genre and Vocabulary Study LESSON 1 PLANNER  (CONT.)
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UNIT 06: The Kudzu Invasion
  Lesson 2: Comprehension Skill and StrategyLESSON 2 PLANNER
The courseware describes realism in fiction as events that can 
happen in real life. In contrast, it describes fantasy as events that 
cannot happen. Students will see an example about a cat that shows 
how both realism and fantasy can be present in a story. 

As students work through the examples, point out that elements of 
realism and fantasy can be present in a single piece of fiction.

Explain to students that they can imagine, or visualize, a place or a 
person by noting the details in a description. In the courseware, Kori's 
voicemail message conveys information that allows students to 
visualize Kori's nature trip.  

According to the courseware, visualizing can involve senses in 
addition to sight. Descriptive words that apply to other senses (sound, 
smell, taste, and touch) can also help readers visualize more clearly 
and become fully engaged in the text. Ask: What words would you 
use to describe the taste of your favorite food to someone who 
had never eaten it?

ELL: Help students increase their awareness of grammar by pointing 
out that many descriptive words are adjectives and adverbs. Have 
students read a descriptive passage and underline words that convey 
strong images. Suggest that students look up unfamiliar words in a 
dictionary.

Special Needs: Help students eliminate distractions and visualize 
successfully by asking them to close their eyes and listen as a fluent 
reader reads descriptive text aloud. Ask students to describe what 
they "saw" as they listened. 

Above-level Students: Have students use a graphic organizer to 
analyze a description. Tell students to make a column for each of the 
five senses. Then have students read through a description and 
classify key words and phrases by writing them in the appropriate 
column.

Comprehension Skill: Distinguish Realism 
from Fantasy

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize

Differentiated Instruction
Check the Practice activities in this lesson for 
results you can assess.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills: 

• Make a list of characters and settings, with 
some of each being clearly realistic or 
fantastic. Have students sort the list in a 
two-column graphic organizer, with one 
column labeled "Realistic" and the other 
labeled "Fantasy."

• Challenge students to find vivid descriptions 
in other works of fiction. Have students read 
the descriptions aloud and then analyze the 
text to pinpoint words that make the 
descriptions easy to visualize.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Recognize the difference between 
fantasy and realism. 

• Identify elements of fantasy and 
realism in fantasy texts. 

• Recognize visualizing as a strategy to 
improve comprehension. 

• Use visualization to increase 
comprehension.

Learning Objectives
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While visiting a familiar forest, Marcus notices that something is 
wrong. Trees are drooping, dangling their branches. His best friend, 
the maple tree, is producing slimy syrup instead of the fresh, magical 
liquid Marvin is used to seeing. 

In talking with the maple tree, Marcus learns that the forest is being 
ruined by a vine called kudzu. This plant is taking over, crowding out 
the other plants. Marcus promises to find a way to solve the problem. 

Marcus walks through the forest, noticing the kudzu vines. He talks 
with an older kudzu vine, asking it to stop harming the forest. The vine 
explains that kudzu is known for growing. It refuses to change, and 
the entire field of vines laughs as Marcus walks angrily away. 

Marcus sits on a rock, which begins to talk to him. The rock gives him 
a riddle to solve. Marcus tries to write down the riddle, but it 
disappears off the page. He runs and tells the trees about the riddle. 
With the help of Mother Oak, he solves the riddle and learns that he 
must enlist the aid of a herd of nearby goats to get rid of the kudzu.

Marcus makes friends with an old goat, who asks what she can do for 
him. He tells her about the kudzu. The goats agree to eat the kudzu, 
and it appears that Marcus has saved the forest.

Ask students to write journal entries on this topic: React to the story, 
analyzing which parts demonstrate realism and which parts 
demonstrate fantasy. Students can prepare to write a journal entry 
by making a graphic organizer, placing the details in columns labeled 
"Realism" and "Fantasy."

Also, consider having students write a list of new words from the 
story. Tell students to include the pronunciation and a definition that 
fits the word as it is used in the story. Students may wish to use a 
dictionary for this task. 

Story Summary

Destination Journal
DESTINATION READING
Use the Comprehension Quiz to assess 
students' understanding of the passage.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills:

• After students have read the story, ask them 
to make illustrations for key parts. They 
should visualize the details in the story as 
preparation for drawing. Have students put 
the key scenes in correct sequence and 
retell the story.  

• Challenge students to determine which 
parts of the story are considered realistic 
and which parts are considered fantasy. 
Have students explain their conclusions.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Read a fantasy to build vocabulary, 
fluency, and comprehension. 

• Visualize while reading a fantasy to 
assist comprehension. 

• Distinguish between fantasy and 
realism while reading a fantasy. 

• Use a dictionary or glossary while 
reading a fantasy to understand 
unfamiliar words. 

• Demonstrate comprehension of a 
fantasy.

Learning Objectives
UNIT 06: The Kudzu Invasion
 Lesson 3: Summary and Journal WritingLESSON 3 PLANNER
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UNIT 06: The Kudzu Invasion
 Lesson 4: Comprehension Skill and StrategyLESSON 4 PLANNER
The courseware suggests that students use the question, "Could this 
happen in real life?" to determine whether a piece of fiction is an 
example of realism or fantasy. A yes answer indicates realism; a no 
indicates fantasy.  

Students will read paragraphs and select the sentence that shows 
that the paragraph is a fantasy. As you work through the examples, 
remind students to use the question above when they are uncertain 
which sentence contains elements of fantasy.

The courseware focuses on having students use details in texts to 
visualize descriptions as they read. When details are not supplied, 
students are encouraged to ask questions about how something 
would look, sound, taste, feel, or smell to make the image more vivid.  

Have students read descriptions from readers, novels, or other texts 
used in the classroom. Encourage them to notice the descriptive 
words and to visualize what the author is describing.

ELL: Most cultures have fairy tales or folktales that contain elements 
of fantasy. Encourage English Language Learners to recount such 
tales for classmates. Have students work in groups to determine the 
elements of fantasy in the stories. 

Special Needs: Write realism on a few self-stick notes and fantasy 
on several others. Supply the notes to students with an appropriately-
leveled fantasy story. Tell students to read the story, and to place the 
notes next to any text that is an example of either fantasy or realism. 
Review the notes with students to determine whether they can 
identify each type of text correctly. 

Above-level Students: Have students research exotic locations, 
plants, and animals. They should take notes and use them to write 
descriptions that will help readers visualize the subject. Challenge 
students to incorporate the descriptions into fantasy stories.

Comprehension Skill: Distinguish Realism 
from Fantasy

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize

Differentiated Instruction
Check the Practice and Apply activities in this 
lesson for results you can assess.

Before students take the lesson tests provided in 
the courseware, check their confidence in the 
skills: 

• Invite students to write descriptions of 
locations in your school or community. Tell 
students to use vivid words but to avoid 
naming the place. Have students read the 
descriptions aloud to classmates, who 
should try to guess the location on the basis 
of the description. Bring a few colorful items 
to school, such as a vase of flowers, a 
stuffed animal, a basket of fruit, or a colorful 
piece of pottery. Invite students to 
contribute descriptive phrases as you write 
a class description of the item.

Assessment: Toolkit

• Distinguish elements of fantasy and 
realism in a new fantasy text. 

• Use visualization to increase 
comprehension of an event, a 
setting, or a character. 

• Write a description of an event, a 
setting or a character in a fantasy, 
using visualization to prepare for 
writing. 

Learning Objectives
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UNIT 06: The Kudzu Invasion

Name: ______________________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Directions:  You have learned how to use sequence as an aid to understanding narrative text. As you read, 
use the Sequence Chain below to help you understand the main events in a narrative. Write each important 
event, in the order in which the event happened, in the sequence chain below.

Comprehension Skill: Using a Sequence Chain

Title:


